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5. A detailed discussion of the publications follows, pointing out, with particularity 
as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §§1.11 1(b) and (c), that the claimed subject matter is patentable over 
the cited publications. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE CITED ART 

This detailed description of the related art is submitted as part of the Petition to Make 
Special pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 102(d) and MPEP 708.02. The following publications were 



uncovered during the pre-examination search and are discussed below: 



No. 


Patent No. 


Inventor 


Date Issued 


Title 


U.S. Patents 


1. 


5,025,374 


Roizen et al. 


06/18/1991 


Portable System For Choosing Pre-Operative 
Patient Test 


2. 


5,341,291 


Roizen et al. 


08/23/1994 


Portable Medical Interactive Test Selector 
Having Plug-In Replaceable Memory 


3. 


5,799,282 


Rakshit et al. 


08/25/1998 


Methods For Establishing Certifiable 

Informed Consent For A Medical Procedure 


4. 


5,999,909 


Rakshit et al. 


12/07/1999 


Methods For Establishing Certifiable 
Informed Consent For A Procedure 


5 


5,764,923 


Tallman et al. 


06/09/1998 


Medical Network Management System and 

Process 


6. 


5,937,387 


Summerell et al. 


08/10/1999 


System and Method For Developing And 
Selectine A Customized Welhiess Plan 


7. 


6,603,464 


Rabin 


08/05/2003 


Apparatus and Method For Record Keeping 
and Information Distribution 


8. 


6,308,171 


De La Huerga 


10/23/2001 


Method and System For Automated Data 
Storage And Retrieval 


9, 


5,903,889 


De la Huerga et al. 


05/11/1999 


System and Method For Translating, 
Collecting And Archiving Patient Records 


10. 


6,073,106 


Rozen et al. 


06/06/2000 


Method of Managing And Controlling Access 
To Personal Information 


11. 


2003/0105649 


Sheiner et al. 


06/05/2003 


Automated Data Reporting System and 
Method 


12. 


2003/0023459 


Shipon 


01/30/2003 


System and Method For Audio-Visual One- 
On-One Realtime Supervision 


13. 


2003/0009355 


Gupta 


01/09/2003 


System and Method For Management Of 
Health Care Services 
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14. 


2002/0082480 


Riffet al. 


06/27/2002 


Medical Device Systems Implemented 
Network Scheme For Remote Patient 


15. 


2002/0069087 


Fairley et al. 


06/06/2002 


System and Method For Accessing Medical 
Or Consulting Services 


16. 


2002/0065758 


Henley 


05/30/2002 


Method and System For Provision And 
Acquisition Of Medical Services and Products 


17. 


2001/0032100 


Mahmud et al. 


10/18/2001 


Dynamic Remotely Accessible Medical 
Record 


Other Prior Art 


18 


Children's Hospital Boston, Visiting Children's, Copyright © 2001, Updated 3/30/2001, August 19, 2003, 
Pages 1-3, http://webI,tch.harvard.eduMsiting/preparing/preop.html 


19. 


Pre-operative Questionnaires, August 19, 2003, Page 1 of 1, http://www.bit'net.com/--sabredoc/preop/ 



1. U.S. Patent No- 5,025,374 to Roizen et al. 

This patent discloses an interactive medical selector for use by a patient is about the size 
of a book and has a screen for displaying questions to a patient, a limited number of keys by 
which the patient can enter answers, and a memory device for storing the patient's answers. The 
test selector is battery-powered for portability and uses a low-power liquid crystal display or the 
like to display instructions and medical questions to the patient. Only four keys are seen or used 
by the patient for answering the questions: YES, NO, NOT SURE, and NEXT QUESTION. 
Additional control keys used by the medical staff are hidden from the patient. The device is 
controlled by a pre-programmed micorcomputer on a chip, and a ROM-based, removable and 
replaceable control program which not only collects, but also analyzes the patient's answers and 
makes appropriate reconmiendations based on those answers, and drives a remote printer or 
computer terminal. 

2. U.S. Patent No. 5,341,291 to Roizen et al. 

This patent discloses an interactive medical selector for use by a patient is about the size 
of a book and has a screen for displaying questions to a patient, a Umited number of keys by 
which the patient can enter answers, and a memory device for storing the patient's answers. The 
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test selector is battery-powered for portability and uses a low-power liquid crystal display or the 
like to display instructions and medical questions to the patient. Only four keys are seen or used 
by the patient for answering the questions: YES, NO, NOT SURE, and NEXT QUESTION. 
Additional control keys used by the medical staff are hidden from the patient. The device is 
controlled by a pre-programmed micorcomputer on a chip, and a ROM-based, removable and 
replaceable control program which not only collects, but also analyzes the patient's answers and 
makes appropriate recommendations based on those answers, and drives a remote printer or 
computer terminal. 

3, U.S. Patent No. 5,799,282 to Rakshit et al. 

This patent discloses a method for establishing certifiable patient informed consent for a 
medical procedure, where, in one embodiment, the patient interacts with a video training system 
until mastery of all required information is successfully achieved. Training techniques which 
permit elicitation of measurable behaviors form a patient as a guide to disceming the level of 
knowledge of the patient are utilized. Certification is only granted when the measurable 
behavior approximately coincide with the legal and medical standards for estabhshing informed 
consent. The system is capable of adapting to various medical procedures, as well as various 
patient attitudes and knowledge bases, while still maintaining a level of consistency throughout. 
In one embodiment, a minimum probability of understanding may be preset, and the training 
procedure will continue until the actual statistical probability of understanding is at least equal to 
the preset minimum. An interactive nature of the system is present in the present system for 
facilitating the training process and continuously monitoring the patient's knowledge. 
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4. U.S. Patent No. 5,999,909 to Rakshit et al. 

This patent discloses a method for estabhshing certifiable patient informed consent for a 
medical procedure, where, in one embodiment, the patient interacts with a video training system 
until mastery of all required information is successfully achieved. Training techniques which 
permit elicitation of measurable behaviors form a patient as a guide to discerning the level of 
knowledge of the patient are utilized. Certification is only granted when the measurable 
behavior approximately coincide with the legal and medical standards for establishing informed 
consent. The system is capable of adapting to various medical procedures, as well as various 
patient attitudes and knowledge bases, while still maintaining a level of consistency throughout. 
In one embodiment, a minimum probability of understanding may be preset, and the training 
procedure will continue until the actual statistical probability of understanding is at least equal to 
the preset minimum. An interactive nature of the system is present in the present system for 
facilitating the training process and continuously monitoring the patient's knowledge. 

5. U.S. Patent No. 5,764,923 to Tallman et al. 

This patent discloses a medical network management system (NMS) (20), health plan 
beneficiaries access a team of health care professionals over the telephone to help them assess 
their health needs and select appropriate care. The NMS (20) has a patient assessment 
component (22). The patient assessment component consists of a set of information tools which 
are used by health care professionals to assess patient conditions and assist in the selection of 
health care services and to help patients find appropriate care at the appropriate time. The tools 
include a comprehensive, automated set of proprietary assessment algorithms (26) which are 
based on branched chain algorithms (26) which are abased on branched chain algorithms 
utilizing Bayes theorem. These unique, clionical tools enable a trained nurse or other health care 
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professional to sort patients into different risk categories, safely and effectively without requiring 
a medical diagnosis. Patients can then be guided to an appropriate level and type of care for their 
problem(s) based on their level of risk and set of potential needs. 

6. U.S. Patent No. 5,937,387 to Summerell et al. 

This patent discloses a System and Method for Developing a Customized Wellness Plan 
for measuring a user's wellness by determining a user's physiological age. The system and 
method also help a user to leam about personalized wellness options, where the wellness options 
have been chosen for the user based upon wellness factors input by the user, additional 
constraints input by the user and the most recently available information relating to the health 
sciences. The user can select one or more options, and determine the potential effect 
implementing the options could have on the user's physiological age over the short or long term. 
In this fashion, the user can continue selecting various groups of altematives until he or she has 
determined the group of options that the user would like to implement as a wellness plan. The 
user can then obtain further information regarding the chosen wellness plan. The system and 
method also provide ways whereby a user can monitor their progress toward improving wellness, 
wherein this progress can be positive or negative. 

7. U.S. Patent No. 6,603,464 to Rabin 

This patent discloses a method of capturing data having the steps of writing on a form 
with a pen to leave an image on the form, scanning the written image as the written image is 
being written, and storing the scanned written image in a specific data field. A method of 
capturing an input, including written information, sounds and images includes the steps of 
specifying a data field by touching a pen tip to a data-field-specific area on a form; supplying the 
input; electronically capturing the input and associating the input with the specified data field. 
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An information capturing system, includes a pen, the pen including a writing tip and a position 
transducer to determine the position of the writing tip relative to a form. 

8. U.S. Patent No. 6,308,171 to De La Huerga 

This patent disclosed an apparatus and method for linking a keyword phrase in a first 
record to a second record referenced by the keyword phrase including receiving the keyword 
phrase, identifying the second record and rendering the second record accessible and an 
apparatus and method for identifying a reference in a first record to a second record and 
indicating existence of the second record in the first record. 

9. U.S. Patent No. 5,903,889 to De La Huerga et al. 

This patent discloses a system for retrieving, modifying, and collecting data records 
having a plurality of formats and distributed on a plurality of databases on a computer network. 
The system includes means for detecting various types, relationships, and classifications of data 
records and modifying them accordingly to support interactive, hypertext-linked display of, and 
organized access to, the data records. The system fiirther includes means to store a related set of 
data records on a mass storage device such as a CD-ROM to provide non-network access to the 
data records. Adapted for use in a hospital environment, the invention facilitates access by care 
providers, administrators, and insurance company agents to a patient's cumulative, and possibly 
extensive, record. 

10. U.S. Patent No. 6,073,106 to Rozen et al. 

This patent discloses via Internet communications or via phone/fax/mail, a participant is 
prompted to provide a constant identifier and a selected password. Emergency and confidential 
categories of medical information are identified, and the participant is prompted to provide 
personal information in each of the categories and a different personal identification number (E- 
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PIN, C-PIN) for each category. The participant is also prompted to provide an instruction to 
disclose or to not disclose the personal information in the emergency category in the event a 
requester of the information is an emergency medical facility and is unable to provide the 
participant's E-PIN. Alteration of any of the participant's medical information is enabled upon 
presentation of the participant's identifier and password by the requester. The emergency 
information or the confidential information is disclosed upon presentation of the participant's 
identifier and E-PIN or C-PIN. In addition, the emergency information is disclosed to an 
emergency medical facility verified as such by a service provider in the event the participant has 
provided an instruction to disclose the emergency information. Storage and access to health 
related documents such as healthcare power of attorney, consent for treatment, and eyeglass 
prescription is also provided. 

11. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/01 05649 to Sheiner et al. 

This patent application discloses an automated data reporting system which collects, 
stores, analyzes, and reports health related data. The system includes a processor, a memory 
device coupled to the processor, a communication device coupled to the processor and the 
memory device, that enables communication via the communication network, a relational 
database that is stored and updated in the memory device, and an application program that is 
executed by the processor firom the memory device. The application program includes first code, 
responsive to a query fi-om a provider device via the communication device that instructs the 
communication device to send a data entry form to the provider device, second code, responsive 
to receiving a completed data entry form fi-om the provider device, that stores data from the data 
entry form into the database, third code, responsive to receiving the completed data entry form 
from the provider device, that notifies a healthcare provider communication device of errors, and 
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fourth code that instructs said communication device to transmit a summary of said data to a 
receiving agency. 

12. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/0023459 to Shipon 

This patent discloses a method for providing an end user and/or supervision provider with 
the information and real time access relevant to an area of interest comprising the following 
steps: (a) providing a web based channeled network site or sites comprising a presentation 
whereby the end user and/or provider can select various options related to the area of interest; (b) 
providing an interface whereby the end user can directly interface in real time with a professional 
end user; and (c) facilitating the payment by the end user for a service to be provided by the 
professional end user. 

13. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/0009355 to Gupta 

The present invention is a system and method for management of consumer services such 
as health care services which combines new financial structure for health insurance and health 
benefit plan, payment methods, health plan design, benefit development algorithms, unique 
procurement methods for health care benefits with an without application to an individual 
consumer's personal state of health, and is integrated with financial services and asset 
management products, and benefits for an individual consumer's future medical and/or 
retirement savings, for healthcare needs. The method and system employs a combination of the 
defined benefit and defined contribution approaches which combination is referred to herein as 
"defined-care." Defined-care model or the healthcare asset management model has two primary 
components, one which is referred to herein as a ^'health management and retirement account," 
and the other of which is an infrastructure "connected portal" that interfaces through a 
technology platform with the health management and retirement accounts and the account 
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holders. The foundation of this infrastructure according to the present invention is a technology 
platform across which a variety of processes are implemented. In the technology platform for 
the infrastructure of the present invention, the conventional processes and the new processes are 
integrated, thereby allowing a change to one process to be adopted by or otherwise 
accommodated by the other processes. 

14. U.S- Patent Application Publication No. US2002/0082480 to Riff et al. 
This patent discloses a system and method for computer enabled network patient 

management of medical devices used in chronic disease management. Utilizing web site and 
push alert notification of alert level physiologic data derived via analysis of continuous stream 
wireless data transmissions from a patient, a full cycle improvement over existing modalities is 
achieved. Proxy and medical device user integration and access is enabled to achieve fiirther 
contribution to the technical advantages of the system. 

15. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2002/0069087 to Fairley et al. 
This patent discloses a method of facilitating provision of a medical service using a host 

server. The method comprises the steps of: verifying the identity of a patient member, the 
verification performed by the host server; receiving a request for the medical service from the 
patient member, the request received by the host server; the hose server generating a physician 
approval form based on the request; and transmitting the physician approval form to a registered 
physician. 

16. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2002/0082480 to Riff et al. 

This patent discloses transactional costs associated with providing professional services 
which are reduced by allowing prospective patients/clients (bidders) and professional service 
providers to negotiated competitively for desired fees for proffered services through an 
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interactive on-line communications network such as the Internet. In an exemplary arrangement, 
a transaction system includes a communications network server that interfaces and 
communicates online with client computer systems belonging to various prospective bidders and 
personal medical service providers using, for example, an exchange of HTML documents and/or 
JAVA script applets. A transaction system server handles online commimications and 
procedures for conducting auctions for delivery of proffered services and maintains a registration 
database of service providers and bidders. An authentication/qualifier engine automatically 
researches and verifies service provider credentials and background information upon 
registration of a service provider with the system. Service provider qualification credentials and 
medical procedural code information databases as well as one or more search engines for 
verifying and/or researching the qualifications of a particular service provider are provided and 
made available to a bidder via, for example, a web-page menu driven interface. A service 
feedback interface and database are provided for handling online feedback information and 
comments from patients/clients and providers regarding the complexity and quality of services 
received or provided. The transaction system may also include remote client system 
software/hardware facilities for bidders and providers for providing customized database and 
computational services for communicating and participating in online bidding activities. 

17. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2001/0032100 to Mahmud et al. 

This patent discloses a dynamic remotely accessible medical record system comprising a 
multi-level access medical information database containing medical information networked with 
one or more remote terminals, and optionally with one or more input devices. The database 
provides for a user authorization protocol to protect the confidentiality of the records contained 
therein. The user authorization protocol provides a base access level and a high access level. 
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The base access level allows the authorized user to view a particular patients information. A 
base access lever user may not directly update the database. A high access level user may both 
view and update a patient's medical information. A user may be either a person at a networked 
terminal, a telemedicine apparatus, or an electronic medical measurement instrument. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to a method and apparatus for sharing healthcare 
information, and in particular, to a computer-based method and apparatus for entering and 
sharing healthcare information as between patients and various healthcare providers. 



ANALYSIS OF THE CITED ART 
Claims 1 and 1 1 are representative of aspects of the invention. These claims are 



reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 



''1. A method for sharing medical information over a network comprising 
the steps of: 

allowing at least one medical patient to store medical history 
information in a computer database coupled to said network; and 

one or more selected from the group consisting of: allowing said at 
least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical 
patient may have access to said medical history information from a computer 
coupled to said network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to 
designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said 
medical history information from a computer coupled to said network." 

^'22. A computer system comprising: 
at least one server computer; and, 

at least one first client computer coupled to the at least one server 
computer through a network; 

wherein the at least one server computer includes at least one 
program stored thereon, said at least one program performing the following 
steps: 
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allowing at least one medical patient stationed at the at least one first 
client computer to store medical history information in a computer database 
coupled to said network; and, 

one or more selected from the group consisting of: allowing said at 
least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical 
patient may have access to said medical history information from a computer 
coupled to said network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to 
designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said 
medical history information from a computer coupled to said network." 

U.S. Patent No. 5,025,374 to Roizen et al. discloses an interactive medical selector for 

use by a patient and is about the size of a book and has a screen for displaying questions to a 

patient, a limited number of keys by which the patient can enter answers, and a memory device 

for storing the patient's answers. The Roizen patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for 

sharing medical information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical 

patient to store medical history information in a computer database coupled to the network, and 

one or more selected from the group consisting of: allowing said at least one medical patient to 

designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access to said medical history 

information from a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said at least one medical 

patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said medical 

history information from a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,341,291 to Roizen et al. discloses an interactive medical selector for 
use by a patient is about the size of a book and has a screen for displaying questions to a patient, 
a limited number of keys by which the patient can enter answers, and a memory device for 
storing the patient's answers. The Roizen patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for 
sharing medical information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical 
patient to store medical history information in a computer database coupled to the network, 
allowing said at least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient 
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may have access to said medical history information from a computer coupled to said network, 
and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that 
may have access to said medical history information from a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,799,282 to Rakshit et al. discloses a method for establishing certifiable 
patient informed consent for a medical procedure, where, in one embodiment, the patient 
interacts with a video training system until mastery of all required information is successfully 
achieved. The Rakshit patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical 
information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store 
medical history information in a computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at 
least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access 
to said medical history information from a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said 
at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to 
said medical history information from a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,999,909 to Rakshit et al. discloses a method for estabUshing certifiable 
patient informed consent for a medical procedure, where, in one embodiment, the patient 
interacts with a video training system until mastery of all required information is successfiiUy 
achieved. The Rakshit patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical 
information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store 
medical history information in a computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at 
least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access 
to said medical history information from a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said 
at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to 
said medical history information from a computer coupled to said network. 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,764,923 to Tallman et al. discloses a medical network management 
system (NMS) (20), health plan beneficiaries access a team of health care professionals over the 
telephone to help them assess their health needs and select appropriate care. The Tallman patent 
nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical information over a network, including 
the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store medical history information in a 
computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to 
designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access to said medical history 
information from a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said at least one medical 
patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said medical 
history information from a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,937,387 to Summerell et al. discloses a System and Method for 
Developing a Customized Wellness Plan for measuring a user's wellness by determining a user's 
physiological age. The system and method also help a user to leam about personalized wellness 
options, where the wellness options have been chosen for the user based upon wellness factors 
input by the user, additional constraints input by the user and the most recently available 
information relating to the health sciences. The Sunmierell patent nowhere teaches or suggests a 
method for sharing medical information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least 
one medical patient to store medical history information in a computer database coupled to the 
network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one 
medical patient may have access to said medical history information from a computer coupled to 
said network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical 
professional that may have access to said medical history information from a computer coupled 
to said network. 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,603,464 to Rabin discloses a method of capturing data having the steps 
of writing on a form with a pen to leave an image on the forai, scanning the written image as the 
written image is being written, and storing the scanned written image in a specific data field. 
The Rabin patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical information over a 
network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store medical history 
information in a computer database coupled to. the network, and allowing said at least one 
medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access to said 
medical history information fi-om a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said at least 
one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said 
medical history information fi-om a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,308,171 to De La Huerga discloses an apparatus and method for 
linking a keyword phrase in a first record to a second record referenced by the keyword phrase 
including receiving the keyword phrase, identifying the second record and rendering the second 
record accessible and an apparatus and method for identifying a reference in a first record to a 
second record and indicating existence of the second record in the first record. The De La 
Huerga patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical information over a 
network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store medical history 
information in a computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at least one 
medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access to said 
medical history information fi-om a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said at least 
one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said 
medical history information from a computer coupled to said network. 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,903,889 to De La Huerga et al. discloses a system for retrieving, 
modifying, and collecting data records having a plurality of formats and distributed on a plurality 
of databases on a computer network. The De La Huerga patent nowhere teaches or suggests a 
method for sharing medical information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least 
one medical patient to store medical history information in a computer database coupled to the 
network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one 
medical patient may have access to said medical history information from a computer coupled to 
said network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical 
professional that may have access to said medical history information from a computer coupled 
to said network. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,073,106 to Rozen et al. discloses via Intemet communications or via 
phone/fax/mail, a participant is prompted to provide a constant identifier and a selected 
password. The Rozen et al. patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical 
information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store 
medical history information in a computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at 
least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access 
to said medical history information from a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said 
at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to 
said medical history information from a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent AppHcation Publication No. US2003/0 105649 to Sheiner et al. discloses an 
automated data reporting system which collects, stores, analyzes, and reports health related data. 
The Sheiner et al. patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical information 
over a network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store medical 
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history information in a computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at least one 
medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access to said 
medical history information from a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said at least 
one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said 
medical history information from a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/0023459 to Shipon discloses a method 
for providing an end user and/or supervision provider with the information and real time access 
relevant to an area of interest comprising the following steps: (a) providing a web based 
channeled network site or sites comprising a presentation whereby the end user and/or provider 
can select various options related to the area of interest; (b) providing an interface whereby the 
end user can directly interface in real time with a professional end user; and (c) facilitating the 
payment by the end user for a service to be provided by the professional end user. The Shipon 
patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical information over a network, 
including the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store medical history information 
in a computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to 
designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access to said medical history 
information from a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said at least one medical 
patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said medical 
history information from a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/0009355 to Gupta discloses an 
invention which is a system and method for management of consumer services such as health 
care services which combines new financial structure for health insurance and health benefit 
plan, payment methods, health plan design, benefit development algorithms, unique procurement 
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methods for health care benefits with an without application to an individual consumer's 
personal state of health, and is integrated with financial services and asset management products, 
and benefits for an individual consumer's future medical and/or retirement savings, for 
healthcare needs. The Gupta patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical 
information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store 
medical history information in a computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at 
least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access 
to said medical history information fi-om a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said 
at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to 
said medical history information fi"om a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent AppUcation Publication No. US2002/0082480 to Riff et al. discloses a system 
and method for computer enabled network patient management of medical devices used in 
chronic disease management. The Riff et al. patent nowhere teaches or suggests a method for 
sharing medical information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least one medical 
patient to store medical history information in a computer database coupled to the network, and 
allowing said at least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one medical patient 
may have access to said medical history information fi-om a computer coupled to said network, 
and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical professional that 
may have access to said medical history information fi"om a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2002/0069087 to Fairley et al. discloses a 
method of facilitating provision of a medical service using a host server. The Fairley et al. patent 
nowhere teaches or suggests a method for sharing medical information over a network, including 
the steps of allowing at least one medical patient to store medical history information in a 
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computer database coupled to the network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to 
designate that only said at least one medical patient may have access to said medical history 
information from a computer coupled to said network, and allowing said at least one medical 
patient to designate at least one medical professional that may have access to said medical 
history information from a computer coupled to said network. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2002/0082480 to Riff et al. discloses 
transactional costs associated with providing professional services which are reduced by 
allowing prospective patients/cUents (bidders) and professional service providers to negotiated 
competitively for desired fees for proffered services through an interactive on-line 
communications network such as the Intemet. The Riff et al. patent nowhere teaches or suggests 
a method for sharing medical information over a network, including the steps of allowing at least 
one medical patient to store medical history information in a computer database coupled to the 
network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate that only said at least one 
medical patient may have access to said medical history information from a computer coupled to 
said network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate at least one medical 
professional that may have access to said medical history information from a computer coupled 
to said network. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2001/0032100 to Mahmud et al. discloses a 
dynamic remotely accessible medical record system comprising a multi-level access medical 
information database containing medical information networked with one or more remote 
terminals, and optionally with one or more input devices. Mahmud et al. patent nowhere teaches 
or suggests a method for sharing medical information over a network, including the steps of 
allowing at least one medical patient to store medical history information in a computer database 
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coupled to the network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate that only said 
at least one medical patient may have access to said medical history information from a 
computer coupled to said network, and allowing said at least one medical patient to designate at 
least one medical professional that may have access to said medical history information from a 
computer coupled to said network. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfiiUy request that the Petition to Make Special be granted, 
and that the application be taken out of turn for examination. Applicants also respectfiiUy 
request an early consideration and allowance of the solicited claims. 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 
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